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Synopsis

Peter Frase argues that increasing automation and a growing scarcity of resources, thanks to
climate change, will bring it all tumbling down. In Four Futures, Frase imagines how this
postcapitalist world might look, deploying the tools of both social science and speculative fiction to
explore what communism, rentism, socialism, and exterminism might actually entail. Could the
current rise of real-life robocops usher in a world that resembles Ender's Game? And sure,
communism will bring an end to material scarcities and inequalities of wealth - but there’s no
guarantee that social hierarchies, governed by an economy of "likes", wouldn’t rise to take their
place. A whirlwind tour through science fiction, social theory and the new technologies already
shaping our lives, Four Futures is a balance sheet of the socialisms we may reach if a resurgent

Left is successful - and the barbarisms we may be consigned to if those movements fail.
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Customer Reviews

Nice work, exploring four scenarios for the future, which of course are already present in society just
not widely distributed. Compelling, references to different science fiction; distopias and utopias
bolster his arguments and make the work very accessible. Its very clear which of the 4 futures

makes sense to Peter, and to me so if you are looking for an unbiased view - this isn't it.

| have bought several copies of the book to share with friends and my granddaughter. This is an
excellent book which lays out four possible scenarios to contemplate the future. It is a very readable

and thoughtful book. The author has a good grasp of Marxism and unlike many Marxists knows how



to apply Marxist ideas to the problems we are facing today. The author adds humor and examples
from popular culture which makes the book very readable. As the author states, "l hope to reclaim
the long left-wing tradition of mixing imaginative speculation with political economy." | think he does
this very successfully. The author’s idea to decommodify labor and have a universal basic income

are compelling ideas for the future.

| found this very thought provoking and logically laid out. The author does not try to predict a specific
future but rather lays out various factors and four extemes, with the reality being probably some

blend of them.

great

One of the few books I've managed to finish and a truly haunting vision of the logical consequences

of our current social structure.

Really loved the thought experiment and I'm glad it stayed at that. | would recommend this to

anyone interested in getting a hard glimpse at the reality of what COULD be parts of our future

A timely book given the struggle for political direction in the U.S. and around the world. The 4-cell
matrix or quadrant framework provides an excellent starting point to think about options or
alternatives and what might be. There are many ways to become engaged in setting a direction of
interest to you and this framework and discussion will help anyone think more clearly about our

common future.

Great
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